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SRO Artists, Inc. 
http://www.sroartists.com | gigs@sroartists.com   

The Peking Acrobats
®

 are produced by  
IAI Presentations, Inc.  

www.iaipresentations.com 

 

PHONE: (608) 664-8160 
FAX: (608) 664-8161 

PHONE: (805) 474-8422  

FAX:  (805) 474-8426  
  

 

TECHNICAL RIDER: THE PEKING ACROBATS
®

 
 

This technical rider, dated July 2008, supersedes all previous riders. 
 

THE FOLLOWING RIDER IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS CONTRACT.  PLEASE READ IT 
CAREFULLY.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS WITH PROVIDING ANYTHING IN 
THE RIDER, PLEASE CALL THE PRODUCTION OFFICE IMMEDIATELY.  
 

THE COMPANY 

THE PEKING ACROBATS
®

 consist of approximately thirty people including the performers, group 
leaders, interpreter, drivers, and crew.  With the exception of our American Technical Director and 
Chinese-American Company Manager, these artists are all from The People's Republic of China.  Their 
tradition is to do everything together; the troupe lives as a family unit.  If there is a social function, the 
entire company should be invited; it is considered impolite to single out certain members for special 
treatment.  It is extremely important that all communication with the group or an individual regarding 
social or business arrangements be conducted through the Production Office at IAI Presentations, Inc. 
(Contact Information above and, also located in item R, page 20 of this rider).  Please give Production 
Office personnel all information in writing so they can have it translated and communicated accurately to 
the members of the troupe and the Technical Director. 
 
Due to the nature of the acts and the possibility of injury, the Chinese group leaders may have to change 
the order of the acts from performance to performance and even, although rarely, while the performance 
is in progress.  Please understand that these are consummate professionals, with many years of 
experience, who will always give their best effort regardless of the circumstances.  If an act must be 
moved, some refocusing of specials may be required, possibly at the last moment.  Please advise your 
technical staff that, should changes have to be implemented, they are made for the safety of the 
performer and the audience, and are in no way arbitrary.  Our Technical Director will arrive with the 
troupe to begin setting up the necessary rigging and focusing of specials.  Our Chinese Stage Manager 
and the Acrobats will decide on the best position for each act.  However, the final determination as to 
where and/or whether an act will be performed on stage rests with the performer.  
 
In China, the performers do everything themselves and technical crews in America may find this 
disconcerting.  The Chinese are fully involved in all types of rigging and counterweight operations.  They 
pack, unpack, load, repair, and maintain all of their own equipment.  Please make your technical staff 
prepared for this work ethic.  For everyone's good, please have your crew check that they have all of 
their equipment prior to the completion of the load out.  Things get packed very quickly!  
 
A. STAGE DIMENSIONS 

THE PEKING ACROBATS
®

 require a stage approximately fifty-five feet wide (wall to wall) and thirty-six 
feet deep (back wall to apron edge).  The floor should be even, smooth, and free of any obstructions which 
might be hazardous to the performers.  The stage floor must be swept and damp mopped BY THE 
LOCAL CREW prior to each performance and at the intermission.  The production carries a carpeted 
mat which must be vacuumed BY LOCAL CREW prior to each performance and at the intermission.  

http://www.iaipresentations.com/
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B. CREW CALL 
Please Note: All lighting instruments are required to be hung, circuited, colored and focused 
before the company arrives.  
 
Providing all electrics and draperies have been properly hung, and other stage preparations as 
noted herein have been completed prior to the production's arrival, the load-in and set-up should 
take four to five hours.  Load-out requires about one hour or less. 
 
Å Load-In and Load-Out 
 
Minimum Crew Call:  
 

  1 ï Master Electrician  
  2 ï Electricians  
  1 ï Fly Man  
  2 ï Carpenters  
  1 ï Audio Engineer  

 
  2 ï Loaders (if required by union or venue regulations)   

 

The Peking Acrobats
®

 do not require any wardrobe personnel; however, any laundry rooms should be 
unlocked and available for use from the time of the companyôs arrival until they depart.  Laundry 
detergent and fabric softener, if you can provide it, would also be appreciated. 
 
After all vehicles have been unloaded, the performers, the companyôs tech crew, and the venues tech 
crew will begin to hang the intelligent lights as well as set up the rigging.  Upon completion, the 
performers will begin their warm-ups while the tech crews begin adjustments and focuses.  After 
adjustments are made, tech crews will begin setting up for sound and programming lights.  Finally, both 
tech crews will do the necessary sound checks. 
 
Å Show Run 
Minimum Crew Call: 

  1 ï Master Electrician  
  2 ï Follow Spot Operators  
  1 ï Fly Man  
  1 ï Carpenter/Fly Man 
  1 ï Carpenter/Deck Hand 
  1 ï Audio Engineer 

(The above crew numbers are subject to change due to local crew availability.)  
 

The Peking Acrobats
®

 have a very fast load-out; often less than one hour.  Any and all Peking 

Acrobats
®

 equipment will be struck from the stage and loaded into the truck before any house 
restore is begun. 
 
Please Note: Local union agreements may have an impact on the above numbers.  Presenters 
are strongly urged to determine the situation at their theatre(s).  
 
The PRODUCTION will not accept responsibility for any damage to, any claim for, or any loss of 
anything backstage if no appropriate venue stagehands are on site for the load-in, run of show and load 
out. 
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C. LIGHTING 

The Peking Acrobats
® 

2008 Lighting Plot (See Page 21) can be described very simply:  
 

 A four color wash from FOH (Rx34, Rx26, Rx80 and Rx312).  
 A four color wash from ñon-stageò pipe ends. 
 A three color wash (Rx26, Rx80 and Rx312) from the ñon stageò electrics and booms. 
 Seven (7) Banners and Two (2) Lantern Specials on the 4th electric. (Tentative, to be advanced.) 

Two (2) Specials on the 2
nd

 Electric, gelled in Rx 17 (Light Flame).  (Tentative, to be advanced.) 
 

Lastly, running lights are required in the upstage crossover and stage left and right wings.  
 

Please Note: All instruments are required to be hung, circuited, colored, and focused before the 
company arrives.  Specials and stage booms will be focused upon arrival.  
 

Currently, The Peking Acrobats
®

 travel with a total of six (6) moving lights:  
 

  2 - Martin 2000 Performanceôs on the first electric.  
  2 - Martin 2000 Performance on the second electric.*  
  2 - Martin MAC 600ôs on the down stage corners of the stage. 
  

*The production MAY place these 2 Martin 2000ôs from the SECOND ELECTRIC on the deck for house and 
stage sweeps.  The Production Office or our Technical Director will advise on this during your advance. 
 

30ò of space needs to be dedicated for each moving light hung on these electrics:  
(See Light Plot, Page 21)  

  1st Electric at 12ô each side of center. 
  2nd Electric at center. 

 

Please note: The moving light package is subject to change.  Please contact our Technical 
Director or the Production Office for updated information.  
  
1. FLEXIBILITY 
The attached version of the Peking Acrobats® Lighting Plot (Page 21) is a representation only.  The 
Peking Acrobats are not locked into the exact instruments listed on the plots.  Rich, even washes with 
high coverage are essential to the show.  For simplification, substitutions of wider-angle units may be 
required and are acceptable.  If the washes are rich and full, and there is space for the moving 
instruments to be hung, the company will be satisfied.  Please contact the companyôs Technical Director 
about any changes the theatre wants to make to our plot.  Custom plots may be available depending on 
time constraints. 
 
2. CONTROL 
The company carries its own control console, a Hog 500 Light Board.  Both the venueôs dimmers and 
the companyôs intelligent lights will be controlled from this console.  If possible, house dimmers will be 
run from the first universe and the companyôs moving lights from the second.  This will require DMX runs 
from the booth/FOH control position to the venues dimmers and the companyôs opto-splitter on stage.  If 
DMX is not available, please notify the Technical Director or the Production Office as soon as possible.   
 

It is important that The Peking Acrobats
®

 Channel Patch Sheet (See Page 8) is accurate and 
ready upon arrival as there is usually minimal time for troubleshooting during load-in.  
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3. FOCUS 
Å Front of House 
The FOH lighting is simply a straight-on, four-color wash divided into down-stage and up-stage focuses.  
 

Odd groups: From the down-stage edge of the stage to mid-stage.  
Even groups: Overlap the down-stage wash and cut up-stage to the base of the Cyc or, off 
teaser.  (See Diagram Below.) 
 

 
Å 1st Electric 
 
Par wash: The ceramic is set to a horizontal (stage-right/stage-left) wash.  The acrobatsô tumbling mat is 
set out midway between the 1st and 2nd electrics running from stage-right to stage-left.  The pars/fresnels 
are focused so that the hot spot of the beam is on a person standing on the mat.  (See Diagrams Above 
and Below.) 
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Pipe ends: The pipes ends focus directly under the electric and wash across the stage, starting at center 
and going off stage away from the instrument.  They should be shuttered off the proscenium, vertically, 
and be open up-stage.  (See Both Diagrams Below.) 

 
  
Å 2nd Electric 
Par wash: The ceramic is set to a horizontal (stage-right/stage-left) wash.  These pars/fresnels are also 
focused so that the hot spot of the beam is on the tumbling mat.  (See Figure Below.) 
Pipe ends: These pipe ends also focus directly under the electric and wash across the stage starting at 
center and should have the shutters open unless they wash past the proscenium, vertically, or onto the 
Cyc.  (See Diagram Above.) 
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Å 3rd Electric 
Par wash: The ceramic is set to a horizontal (stage-right/stage-left) wash.  The pars/fresnels are focused 
so that the hot spot of the beam is between the 2nd and 3rd Electrics.  (See Diagrams, Pages 4 and 5)  
 
Pipe ends: These pipe ends also focus directly under the electric and wash across the stage starting at 
center, and should be shuttered off the Cyc, vertically.  (See Diagram, Page 5.)  
 
Å 4th Electric 
The specials on the 4th electric will be focused upon arrival.  
  
Å Booms 
The top of the booms should be as close to 12 feet as possible and hold one more bank of wash lights.  
The booms tuck behind, and as close as is safe, to the on-stage edge of the leg relative to their 
respective electrics.  If booms are a problem, ladders can be used in their place.  The ellipsoidals on the 
booms wash high across the stage.  These instruments are used to illuminate the aerial parts of the 
Pole Act, the Strap Act, and other higher acts.  They will be focused once our rigging is in place.  
Requirement of the booms will depend upon your program and space availability on your stage.  
Our Technical Director will advance this lighting element with your technical staff. 
 

   
 
Å Cyclorama 
There are no cyclorama lights on the plot because each venue usually has their own cyclorama lighting.  
Cyclorama colors are primary red, blue, and green.  A rich full cyclorama is very important to the 
show.  An additional ground row illuminating your Cyc is strongly recommended.  
 
 
 
 




